
Canvas 101 
for Families
Parent University
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Upcoming Parent University Workshops
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August

Accessing Learning Online – Canvas 
101 for Families

Helping Our Children Respond to 
Trauma as we Return to Learning

September

Learn How to Navigate the IEP 
(Individualized Education Program) Process 

This Year

High School Grading, Graduation and 
Supports

Experience Restorative Practices with Your 
Family

What Will Attendance Look Like for School 
Year 20-21?

English Learning Family Guide to Partnering 
with PK Teachers – in Spanish

Sign up at bit.ly/dcpsparentursvp!



Subtitles, Sous-titres, Subtítulos

Look for the gear 
icon in the bottom 
right corner of the 
video player.

Busque el ícono de ajustes en la esquina inferior 
a la derecha del reproductor de video.

Cherchez le bouton "réglages" dans la barre 
d'outils en bas à droite de la vidéo.

Select 
Captions/Subtitles.

Seleccione Captions/Subtitle.

Sélectionnez Captions/Subtitles.

Choose a language 
from the list of 
available options.

Elija un idioma de la lista de opciones 
disponibles.

Choisissez votre langue parmi les options 
disponibles.
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Use the Q&A feature to…

Ask questions

Share insights you might 
have

Upvote other questions 
and comments by pressing 
the thumbs up button

4

Welcome to Microsoft Teams



Community Agreement

Assume best 
intentions

Go hard on ideas, 
not on people

Accept non-closure
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Welcome from 
Chancellor Lewis 

D. Ferebee
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Meet our Presenter

Sakon Kieh
Director, Educational Technology, DCPS

My team supports DCPS staff and students 
in implementing best practices for productivity and 

instruction while using technology.



Welcome to Canvas 101!
An Overview for DC Public Schools Families



Agenda
Overview
What is Canvas?
Features
Access

Canvas Basics
Logging in
Dashboard
Navigation

Demo
Experience Canvas



Overview
What is Canvas?
Features
Access
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What is Canvas?
Canvas is the one-stop shop 
where students will go to 
learn online.

In Canvas students will:
• participate in learning 

activities and 
discussions

• submit assignments and 
class work

• use other tech tools and 
platforms such as Office 
365 and content specific 
software



Canvas Features
• Immersive reader
• Announcements 
• Assignments
• Calendar
• Discussions
• Grades
• Inbox
• Video conferencing via Teams 
• Tech tools/platform integration



How will my student access Canvas?

DCPS Device 
•click on the Canvas icon on the desktop

Non-DCPS device
• url:  https://dcps.instructure.com/

Download the Canvas student app from 
your App store (phone or tablet)

https://dcps.instructure.com/


Canvas Basics
Navigation, 
and Support
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Canvas 
Dashboard

1.List of classes 
(card view) 

2. To Do, Coming 
Up, Recent 
Feedback



Elementary & Secondary Home Page







Navigating INDEPENDENT Learning

To go back on a 
page, click the 
Previous button 

To move forward 
on a page, click 
the next button





Canvas Support

Inside Canvas

• Send a message to the teacher

• Canvas guide for students and parents

DCPS Canvas Support
• Reopen Strong site:  

https://dcpsreopenstrong.com/updates/
• DCPS Instructional Continuity Plan Site: 

https://dcps.instructure.com/courses/179580/pa
ges/support

https://dcpsreopenstrong.com/updates/
https://dcps.instructure.com/courses/179580/pages/support


Questions?



Demo
Experience Canvas!
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Questions?
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Thank you!



Upcoming Parent University Workshops

August

Helping Our Children Respond to 
Trauma as we Return to Learning

September

Learn How to Navigate the IEP 
(Individualized Education Program) Process 

This Year

High School Grading, Graduation and 
Supports

Experience Restorative Practices with Your 
Family

What Will Attendance Look Like for School 
Year 20-21?

English Learning Family Guide to Partnering 
with PK Teachers – in Spanish
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Sign up at bit.ly/dcpsparentursvp!

http://bit.ly/parentursvp
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Wrapping Up
• Visit dcpsreopenstrong.com to access additional 

resources!

• Let us know how we did: Visit bit.ly/parentueval19 for a 
quick survey.

• Does your student need a device for learning at home? 
Complete the survey at bit.ly/DCPSTechAccess.

• For additional questions or ideas email 
ParentU@k12.dc.gov.

http://dcpsreopenstrong.com
http://bit.ly/parentueval19
https://bit.ly/DCPSTechAccess
mailto:ParentU@k12.dc.gov
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