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Thank You for Joining Us
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Thank you to our teachers, staff, students, families and community partners 
for a strong start to the school year!

Lewis D. Ferebee
Chancellor

DC Public Schools

Patrick Davis
Operations

DC Public Schools

Raj Setty
President

Setty & Associates, Intl.

Christopher Geldart
Director

Department of Public Works



Phased Return to In-Person Learning

Fall 2020 – Planning for Term 2 

District of Columbia Public Schools  | 2020 3

Launch 
Student 
Support 
Centers

Term 1 
Welcome Back 

Elementary 
Grades
(PK-5)

Term 2
Welcome Back 

Secondary 
Grades 
(6-12)

Term 3 

Families will always have the option to continue learning at home.



Learning Models for Term 2
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Health & Safety Protocols
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Preparing our DCPS Classrooms and Schools
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School Preparations: Building Readiness
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Health and Safety At-a-Glance
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$24M investment to increase the air 
change rates and filtration 

ü 3,000 mobile medical grade HEPA
(High-Efficiency Particulate Air) filters

$3.6M investment for Personal Protective Equipment

ü 1.5M Disposable Masks
ü 320,000 Child Size Masks

ü 80,000 Communicator Masks
ü 87,000 Face Shields



HVAC Enhancements 
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$24M investment to increase the air change rates and 
filtration provided by HVAC systems to reduce any airborne 
concentrations of COVID-19 and related transmission risks in 
every school: 
§ Schools with central HVAC: Installation of MERV-

13/MERV-14 filters.
§ Schools without central HVAC: Placement of High-

Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) filters.

All classrooms across the DCPS portfolio will receive a 
portable medical grade HEPA filter, proven to filter 
particulates down to 0.3 microns at a 99.99% efficiency. 

3,000 mobile medical grade HEPA filters will be placed in 
elementary schools and PK-8 education campuses. 



School Preparations: 
Operational Planning for Schools Opening in Term 2
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Plan Prep and 
Support

Safety 
Review Monitor

ü 10/7: Issue COVID-19 
Operations Handbook 
and planning templates

ü 10/7-8: Host office 
hours with principals

ü 10/5-9: Model 
classroom, entry, and 
corridor set-up to 
support planning

ü 10/14-23: Review school 
plans

ü 10/5-23: Individual 
school set-up of socially 
distanced learning 
environments

ü By 10/30: Distribute PPE 
and materials to schools

ü By 10/30: Address 
essential work orders

ü By 11/6: Complete HVAC 
enhancements

ü 10/19-23: Central 
operations specialists 
conduct walkthrough of 
each site with school 
team

ü 10/29-11/6: Principals 
host building walks with 
LSAT/PTA/Union reps

Term 2 Starts
ü Central operations 

specialists conduct 
random and scheduled 
compliance checks to 
ensure protocols are 
followed using DC 
Health COVID-
19 Compliance Tool

ü Central and schools track 
PPE and supply burn rate

ü DCPS/DGS monitor and 
address HVAC and work 
orders



DCPS’ Response to COVID-19
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If students, staff, or community members, who have been in the building, test positive 
for COVID-19, schools will follow the health and safety guidance released by DC 
Health and the Office of the State Superintendent of Education.

To minimize the impact of a positive case on the entire school, students will be grouped 
in cohorts that do not have close contact with other cohorts.

DCPS is training school leaders on our COVID-19 Reporting and Response Protocol.

When there is a confirmed, positive case of an individual in a school building, we will 
notify students and staff of that school, provide self-quarantine instructions to close 
contacts, and follow all steps outlined by DC Health and the CDC for cleaning, 
disinfection, and sanitization.



Next Steps
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1. Stay on Track- Immunization 
Certifications are required for in-person 
programming.

2. Join a Telephone Townhall
on November 4.

3. Learn more at DCPSReopenStrong.com


