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DCPS 2020-2021 – Updates to Term 2 Planning
#Reopen Strong Term 2 Telephone Townhall
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Thank You for Joining Us
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Thank you to our teachers, staff, students, families and community partners 
for a strong start to the school year!

Lewis D. Ferebee
Chancellor

DC Public Schools

Corie Colgan
Teaching and Learning

DC Public Schools

Kerri Larkin
Special Education
DC Public Schools

Cheryl Ohlson
Early Childhood Education

DC Public Schools



DCPS Planning Principles 
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Term 2 Update

Our Commitment: DC Public Schools has a responsibility to provide every student with an equitable, 
rigorous, and joyful education — no matter if they are learning at home or learning in school.

Term 2 Update: While we planned to offer in-person learning at the start of Term 2 for select elementary 
school students, this timeline will need to be adjusted. All students will now continue Term 2 on Monday, 
November 9 with learning at home.

Why: We commit to supporting our students, families, teachers, and staff in our urgent mission to safely 
reopen schools. We recognize many in our community expressed concerns about #ReopenStrong plans, 
and we will use this moment to adjust our timeline and staffing plans for reopening.

Path Forward: We are still taking steps to prepare our buildings for safe reopening and will connect with 
families who are matched with seats for one of our in-person learning options on next steps.
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http://dcpsreopenstrong.com/school-plans/


Prioritizing Virtual Learning in a Classroom (CARE Classrooms)
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Learning Model

• Students learn virtually with their teacher and class 
online.

• Students spend their day at school with a group of 
their peers.

• Students will have the opportunity to safely socialize 
with their peers during breaks, recess, and lunch.

• Supervision and support is provided by a caring 
adult.

• Breakfast and lunch are provided.

Staffing

• DCPS instructional and support staff
• Partner staff (e.g. DC Gov and community-based 

organizations)

Staff Role

ü Maintain a positive learning environment for students.
ü Support students with accessing learning materials online.
ü Provide additional support for students who need individualized 

attention.
ü Ensure health and safety protocols are followed.
ü Facilitate safe arrival, transitions, and dismissal.
ü Maintain ongoing communication with families.

Qualifications

q Active background check, including fingerprinting and TB screen
q High School diploma and 24 hours college credit (minimum)
q Preferred: Experience working with children (particularly for 

grades PK-2).



Prioritizing Safety

It has always been our commitment to support our 
students, families, teachers, and staff in our urgent mission 
to safely reopen schools. 

This responsibility has been at the center of our many 
discussions with parents, teachers and students around 
safely reopening schools and is reflected in our more than 
$31 million investment in safety measures for schools, 
including $3.6 million for additional PPE, $4.5 million in 
building readiness, and $24 million toward HVAC 
enhancements.
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https://45biv636w8lm1agg3ozqtqg1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/10222020_DCPS_HVAC-Enhancements_5-Ws_CommsReview.pdf


Ensuring Building Readiness Together 

Elementary school principals will continue leading 
safety walkthroughs this week with members of 
their community to show first-hand how buildings 
are ready to welcome back students and staff. 

We are increasing transparency and posting online: 
1. School Building Reopening Plan 
2. School Building Readiness Checklists 
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Building Readiness in Action 
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During building walkthroughs, community members will use a detailed version of the checklist to note 
their observations on how a school is getting ready to safely reopen and better understand 

what the reopening operations plan means for students and staff in Term 2.



Hearing From You 
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In partnership with 
Trendency Research, DCPS is 
launching a new family 
survey to hear from our 
families regularly 
throughout the next few 
months. 

Learn more at DCPSReopenStrong.com


