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DCPS Term 3 Reopening Plan Updates
#Reopen Strong Term 3 Telephone Townhall
January 2021

Servicios de interpretación en español disponibles en: bit.ly/dcpsreapertura2021

http://bit.ly/dcpsreapertura2021


Thank You for Joining Us
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Thank you to our teachers, staff, students, families and community partners 
for a strong start to the school year!

Lewis D. Ferebee
Chancellor

DC Public Schools

Patrick Davis
Operations

DC Public Schools

Bren Elliot
School Improvement & Supports

DC Public Schools



Term 3 Planning with the Reopen Community Corps 
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The RCCs Focused on Two Main Areas:

1. Instructional Model: How can the 
instructional model meet the baseline 
expectations and a school’s unique goals?

2. Grades/Classes: What is the best way to 
select which grades/classrooms to open for in-
person learning (IPL) and CARE Classrooms for 
Term 3?
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Who are the RCCs?
A diverse group of school-level 

stakeholders consisting of parents, teachers, 
school staff, community member(s), 

and/or student(s) who support/advise the 
school leader in understanding models 

and their impacts on the community for 
reopening strong for In-Person Learning 

and CARE Classrooms in Term 3.



What will Term 3 Look Like for our Elementary Grade Students?
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What will Term 3 Look Like for our Secondary Grade Students?
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DCPS Health and Safety Commitments 

Term 3 Update

District of Columbia Public Schools  | 2021 6



Prioritizing Safety

$24M investment to increase the air change rates and 
filtration provided by HVAC systems to reduce any 
airborne concentrations of COVID-19 and related 
transmission risks in every school:

§ Schools with central HVAC: Installation of MERV-13/MERV-14 
filters.

§ Schools without central HVAC: Placement of High-Efficiency 
Particulate Air (HEPA) filters.

All classrooms across the DCPS portfolio will receive a 
portable medical grade HEPA filter, proven to filter 
particulates down to 0.3 microns at a 99.99% efficiency.

3,000 mobile medical grade HEPA filters will be placed 
throughout schools
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Ensuring Building Readiness Together 

Before Term 3 begins on February 1, all school leaders will have led 
a safety walkthrough with members of their community to show 
first-hand how buildings are ready to welcome back students and 
staff. We are increasing transparency and posting more 
information online.*

*Information can be found on https://dcpsreopenstrong.com/school-plans/
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https://dcpsreopenstrong.com/school-plans/


COVID-19 Health Commitments
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What are our commitments with students and families? 
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1. Send student to school only if symptom-free
2. Abide by Ask, Ask, Look protocol
3. Acknowledge awareness for student to participate in 

COVID testing
4. Complete immunization
5. Participate in daily temperature screening
6. Reintegrate the importance of following health and 

safety procedures: mask wearing, social distancing and 
hand washing

7. Keep their student home if a member of 
their household test positive for COVID

8. Inform school if their student travels to a high-risk area
9. Limit family entrance to school to reduce potential 

exposure



What is the DCPS COVID-19 Testing Protocol?*
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In-School Asymptomatic Testing for Students:
§ DC Health will manage on-site testing of students who attend classroom 

programming at their schools. Students may receive a PCR nasal-swab test, 
administered by DC Health medical staff, approximately every 10 days.

§ When a positive result is reported, the student’s classroom cohort will 
begin a 14-day quarantine and a notification will be sent to the school 
community.

Weekly Asymptomatic Testing for In-Person School Staff:
§ DCPS staff and partner staff supporting CARE Classrooms in person will 

receive a self-administered testing kit in the mail once a week.
§ When a positive result is reported from weekly staff testing, close contacts 

will be notified to quarantine, and a notification will be sent to the school 
community.

Symptomatic Testing:
§ On-site rapid and PCR testing is available at school for symptomatic 

students through our school nurses.
§ When a positive result is reported, the student’s classroom cohort will 

begin a required quarantine period and a notification will be sent to the 
school community.

§ School staff members who develop symptoms during the workday may 
receive a PCR test on site. *Subject to change based on vaccination distribution plan.



Key Dates Leading Up to February 1
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§ Week of January 11 – schools begin sending in-person seat offers and sharing plans more broadly
§ January 18 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (DCPS closed)
§ January 19 – no school for students and teachers
§ January 20 – Inauguration Day (DCPS closed)
§ January 21-25 – Building Readiness Walkthroughs (Secondary Schools Only)
§ Week of January 25 – Target date to begin COVID-19 vaccinations for staff working in educational 

facilities
§ January 25 – Term 3 schedules available in Aspen
§ January 27 at 5:00 p.m. – Term 3 Community Town Hall
§ January 28 – last day of Term 2; your school will share if there will be asynchronous learning due 

to teacher PD
§ January 29 – no school for students; records day for staff and teacher PD
§ February 1 – Term 3 Begins

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/community-telephone-townhall-on-the-dcps-term-3-reopening-tickets-101244478962


Open Questions and Answers
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