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DCPS Parent University
Our Doors are Open! 

Getting My Child Ready for School:
What Will DCPS Look and Feel Like This Year?

August 10, 5:30pm

Servicios de Interpretación Disponibles en bit.ly/dcpsespanol



Subtitles, Sous-titres, Subtítulos
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Parent University: #RecoverStrong

Look for the gear 
icon in the bottom 
right corner of the 
video player.

Busque el ícono de ajustes en la esquina inferior 
a la derecha del reproductor de video.

Cherchez le bouton "réglages" dans la barre 
d'outils en bas à droite de la vidéo.

Select 
Captions/Subtitles.

Seleccione Captions/Subtitle.

Sélectionnez Captions/Subtitles.

Choose a language 
from the list of 
available options.

Elija un idioma de la lista de opciones 
disponibles.

Choisissez votre langue parmi les options 
disponibles.



Welcome to Microsoft Teams
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Use the Q&A feature to…

Ask questions

Share insights you might 
have

Upvote other questions 
and comments by pressing 
the thumbs up button



Welcome to our Panel
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Shanita Burney, 
Engagement and 

Partnerships
DC Public Schools

Patrick Davis, 
Operations, DC Public Schools

Dr. Lee S. Beers,
President, American 

Academy of Pediatrics

Corie Colgan,
Chief, Teaching and 

Learning
DC Public Schools

Chancellor, 
Lewis D. Ferebee
DC Public Schools

Dr. Bren Elliot,
School Improvement & 

Supports
DC Public Schools

Parent University: #RecoverStrong



Our Doors are Open! August 30 is Right Around the Corner....
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ü In the fall, DCPS will fully reopen with in-person learning for all students every day
ü All teachers will be back in school and teaching in their classrooms
ü Health and safety precautions will continue to be in place for students and staff
ü In-person learning means DCPS can stay the course on our roadmap to recovery. Our students, 

families, and staff are counting on us to meet this urgency to fully reopen.

Parent University: #RecoverStrong



Our Health and Safety Commitment....to our Scholars, Staff and Families
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We Continue to Prioritize Health and Safety Preparations

District of Columbia Public Schools  | 2021 7

Parent University: #RecoverStrong

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) & Hygiene Supplies
General PPE supplies, like face masks, will be provided for students and staff. Additional PPE supplies will also be available for staff 
who are in closer interaction with students and staff. Hand sanitizer and disinfectant will be provided to all schools.

Cleaning Supplies & Procedures
Schools will receive deep cleaning prior to the start of 
the school year. Schools will continue to receive daily 
enhanced cleaning and, also, deep cleaning per DC Health 
guidelines.

HVAC Enhancements
We remain committed to maintain high air quality; systems will 
continue to allow for well-ventilated spaces at every school, including 
state-of-the-art HEPA filters in classrooms and air quality sensors 
throughout the building.

Classroom Set-Up
Classrooms and supporting spaces will be set-up to encourage 
social distancing as much as possible and to have desks and 
tables face the same direction as feasible.

Water Access
Fountain spouts will continue to be turned off; alternate water 
sources will be available for staff and students (water bottles, water 
coolers, etc.)

Signage
Signage will be posted in arrival spaces and hallways to 
encourage hygienic practices.

Plumbing Systems
DCPS and DGS continue to address plumbing needs to ensure 
schools are ready to welcome students and staff



Take a Tour! The Buildings are Ready and Look Great.
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Classrooms, Hallways, Welcome Areas, and More!
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5 Days a Week for All Students
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Five days a week of in-person instruction will focus on meeting 
students where they are, prioritizing content and accelerating learning
by going deeper, not faster!



Guiding Principles for Acceleration
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DATA CYCLES TO INFORM 
INSTRUCTION

EXTENDED 
LEARNING TIME & 

TUTORING

HOLISTIC 
ENVIRONMENTS

ACCESS TO GRADE-LEVEL CONTENT

ACCELERATORS FOR 
LEARNING FOR ALL



School Year Acceleration Academy (SYAA)

District of Columbia Public Schools  | 2021 12

Parent University: #RecoverStrong

Who 10-35% of students, based on holistic data

What Small group instruction and/or High Impact Tutoring (HIT)
Supports both academics and social/emotional development

When Outside of traditional school day, for approximately 8 hours per month
Before school, after school, Saturdays, vacation days
Begin week of September 13 (or sooner)

Success Measure student progress on 6-8 week cycles

Strategically utilize time outside of the school day to strengthen student 
skills and provide access to grade level learning.



High Impact Tutoring
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High-dosage tutoring is a proven, effective strategy for increasing student 
outcomes, with a strong research base (Fryer, 2016)

Who 5-10% of students
What ~30 minute sessions, 3 times per week, maximum ratio of 1:3

Consistent adult/student relationships
When During or outside of the school day

Start the week of September 13
Success Progress monitored every 6-8 weeks

https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w22130/w22130.pdf


Efficient and Effective Technology Integration For SY21-22
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• 1:1 device to student ratio in Grades 3-12 and 3:1 in PreK-2
• Expectation of some technology use most days in Grades 3-12 to support 

deep, holistic learning of grade-level content.
• Leverage common Tech tools to enhance learning: Canvas, Teams, PlayPosit, 

Smart/NearPod, Office 365
• Technology learning resources aligned to our acceleration strategy to provide 

additional supports
• Ongoing professional development and increased IT supports



What is Possible?
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We now can use technology to ...
Make strides on universal technology fluency
Offer English Learners access, translation, 
captioning
Support reading access and growth for all
Provide access to unfinished learning and 
differentiated learning needs
Check for understanding, provide quality 
feedback
Deeply engage the whole child in authentic, 
cognitively-demanding learning



A Day in the Life
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Advisory/ 
Morning Meeting
Low-tech SEL talk,
Canvas –
schedule, 
assignments, 
goals

ELA
Poetry 
performance, 
practice with 
peer, record, 
self-assess

Social Studies
Virtual Interview 
with an ANC 
Commissioner;
Small group 
advocacy 
planning

Math 
Use physical 
manipulatives 
and Sphero 
robots or 
Desmos to 
model a new 
math concept

Music
Original 
compositions 
on keyboards 
recorded on 
devices.

Acceleration 
Academy
Blended 
learning, easy 
access to school-
day content for 
tutoring



Sports Are Back, And Clubs, And Before and After Care!
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Virtual Learning Options
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§ We hope and expect the overwhelming majority 
of DCPS students will return to fulltime in-person 
learning next school year.

§ However, we know there are a limited number of 
students who have a documented medical need 
that will require a virtual learning option for next 
year.

§ To support these students DCPS will offer virtual 
instruction for a limited number of students who 
meet medical eligibility requirements.

§ Virtual instruction based on medical need will be 
available across all grades from PK-12.



Health Precautions and Measures
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COVID Screening -Performed by Patient Care Technician (PCT) at Entry.
-If the screening is not cleared by PCT entry into the building will not be permitted.

Mask Required -At all times while inside the building for student, staff, visitors except when eating or 
drinking.

COVID Testing Options -Asymptomatic Testing will be provided.
-Symptomatic Testing will be provided.

Health Isolation Rooms -Room designated in the school (preferably close to an exit) which will house ill 
students until Parent/Guardian arrives for pick up.
-Monitored by Patient Care Technician (PCT.)

Reporting and Communicating -Incident Reporting Tool (IRT) is to be completed immediately for any 
suspected/confirmed cases.



Health Precautions and Measures
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Ensuring Social Emotional and Mental Health is Prioritized
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Every teacher spends 
dedicated time with 
their classroom or 

homeroom students to 
build relational trust

Every student is greeted 
with positive and 

affirmative language 
daily and with each 
classroom transition

Every school should 
include opportunities for 

staff wellness

Every school provides 
opportunities and 

designated space to 
practice emotional 

regulation

Every school teaches, 
models and reinforces 
school-wide behavior 

expectations for 
students and adults



Signs of Distress
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Defiance/Irritability Over planning Negativity Inability to Focus

Eating Habit 
Changes

Sleep Pattern 
Changes

Decreased Interest 
in Activities 

Hopelessness

Self Destructive 
Thoughts/BehaviorPersistent Sadness



Universal Referral
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Roles overview of school-based clinicians

Adult/staff referral form for youth

Youth self referral form

Adopted by all community mental health agencies 
serving DCPS

Accessing Mental Health Supports in Schools



School Resources
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Referral Forms:
bit.ly/dcpsstudentref20 (Self-Referral)
bit.ly/dcpsadultref20 (Referral)

School Mental Heath Team Webpage
https://dcps.dc.gov/service/school-mental-health-

team

Instagram:
@dcps_schoolmentalhealthteam

DCPS School Mental Health Resources

http://bit.ly/dcpsstudentref20%E2%80%8B
http://bit.ly/dcpsadultref20
https://dcps.dc.gov/service/school-mental-health-team


Health Reminders
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§ It's important to note-
immunizations are required for 
in-person attendance.

§ Ensuring your child receives the 
right vaccinations at the right age 
is one of the most important 
ways to help them stay healthy 
and keep serious diseases at a 
distance.

§ Students without immunization 
documentation will not be 
admitted.



Take the Shot
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§ The science is clear: vaccines are the single 
most effective tool we have to stop the 
spread of the coronavirus, and we are 
strongly encouraging all of our teachers, 
staff, students, families, and community 
members to get vaccinated.

§ In partnership with DC Health and local 
health providers, any District resident age 
12 or older can receive a COVID-19 vaccine 
at school locations. A parent or guardian 
must be present and sign a consent form for 
students who are 12 to 17 years old.



Take the Shot- Where to Find a Clinic Location
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Let's Take Some Questions
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Where You Can Find Us?
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Wrapping Up and Reminders
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1. Enroll Today at enrolldcps.dc.gov!
2. Visit dcpsreopenstrong.com to 

learn more about DCPS planning.
3. Go to bit.ly/DCPSengage to let us 

know how we can best share 
information with you!

4. For additional questions or ideas 
email ParentU@k12.dc.gov.

http://dcpsreopenstrong.com/
http://bit.ly/DCPSengage
mailto:ParentU@k12.dc.gov


Upcoming Parent University Workshops

District of Columbia Public Schools  | 2021 31

Parent University: #RecoverStrong

August

10
Getting My Child Ready 
for a new school year:

What Will DCPS Look and 
Feel Like in SY21-22?

17
Supporting Our Students:  
Accelerating Learning In 

and Out of the Classroom

19
Mentally Preparing 

Myself and My Child for 
the New School Year

Sign up at bit.ly/dcpsparentursvp!

http://../bit.ly/parentursvp

