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Thank You for Joining Us
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DCPS is prioritizing the health and safety of all our students!

Lewis D. Ferebee
Chancellor

DC Public Schools

Jessica Jennings
Communications
DC Public Schools

Bren Elliot
School Improvement & Supports

DC Public Schools



DCPS COVID-19 Screening Expansion Efforts
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Maintaining the health, safety, and well-being of 
our staff, students, and families is our top 
priority.

Our mitigation strategy has been built on three key 
pillars: prevent, screen, and inform.
1. Preventing the spread of COVID-19 
2. Screening for COVID-19 symptoms 
3. Keeping our families and staff informed



DCPS COVID-19 Screening and Testing Expansion Protocols
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1. Safe Return Testing
2. Early Childhood Weekly Testing
3. Mail-Home Testing for Close Contacts
4. Routine Asymptomatic Testing



Safe Return Testing
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ü Before the return to the classroom after the February and 
April instructional breaks, students and staff will be 
required to test and upload their results to our Safe Return 
portal.

ü Test kits will be sent home with students prior to the 
holiday break. Additional guidance will be provided prior 
to the February holiday.



Test to Return Implementation Update
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We Provided 
Masks

• KN95 to all staff
• Extra masks at school 

for students

We Provided 
Rapid Tests at 

All Schools

• All staff, students and 
partners got tests

We created an 
online system 
for easy test 

result uploads

• By January 6 - more than 
49.000 staff and students 
had uploaded results.

• By January 24, 3,897 Pre-K 
students had uploaded 
results.

As of January 6:
-687 staff positives

-2280 student 
positives

As of January 24:
-18 Pre-K 

student positives



Weekly Testing for Our Youngest Learners
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Test-to-Stay Pilot Program (Launched this Week)
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Mail-Home Testing for Close Contacts
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ü Students and staff who are identified as close 
contacts can request test kits be mailed directly 
to their home after exposure to a positive 
individual within our schools. Instructions are 
included in the close contact letter provided by 
the school. 

üAdditionally, staff can sign up to receive a 
weekly PCR test mailed to their home. 



Routine Asymptomatic Testing
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Each week, all 116 schools 
conduct asymptomatic testing, 

working to test at least 20 
percent of our student 

population.



We Will Continue our Ask, Ask, Look Daily Health Screening
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Attendance Reporting During a Quarantine
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ü For students who are required to quarantine but not at the direction of 
DCPS (e.g., because a family member tested positive for COVID-19 and 
they were contacted by a contact tracer), the parent/guardian must 
provide written documentation of the quarantine.

ü The written note must include the date of COVID-19 exposure; the 
length of time the student has been directed to quarantine by a medical 
professional or contact tracer; and the name, organization, and contact 
information of the medical professional or contract tracer.

Please note, students required to quarantine at the direction of DCPS do 
not need to provide documentation. Beginning January 18, Pre-K 
students who have not completed testing will not be permitted entry 
and their absence will be excused for up to 10 calendar days, but if a 
student is absent for five (5) or more consecutive days, further official 
documentation is required, besides a parent note.



Staying Informed on COVID-19 Cases 
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ü Prior to the winter break, we announced that community 
notices sent to school communities will include a total 
number of COVID-19 cases reported to the school each day.

ü You can now view each day’s totals 
at dcpsreopenstrong.com/updates. 

ü This information is based on cases initially reported to 
schools prior to 11:00 a.m. that day.

ü Community notices will be sent Sunday through 
Friday, except for school holidays.

ü Final verified case counts will continue to be available 
at coronavirus.dc.gov/page/dc-schools-data.

http://dcpsreopenstrong.com/category/articles
http://coronavirus.dc.gov/page/dc-schools-data.


DCPS Vaccination Clinics –January and February
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COVID-19 Centers are Up and Running
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At the District's COVID Centers, individuals will have access 
to vaccinations, boosters, and take-home rapid antigen 
tests as well as a new walk-up testing opportunity which 
will allow residents to administer and register a PCR test 
themselves.



Join Us Today @6pm
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