
Back to School Townhall
August 18, 2022

Servicios de interpretación al español 
disponibles: https://tinyurl.com/dcpsespanol

https://tinyurl.com/dcpsespanol


We Missed You This Summer! 
Thank You for Joining Us

Lewis D. Ferebee
Chancellor

DC Public Schools

Corie Colgan
Teaching & Learning
DC Public Schools

Bren Elliott
School Improvement & Supports

DC Public Schools

Cheryl Ohlson
Early Childhood Education

DC Public Schools

Ricky A. Brown, Jr.
Operations

DC Public Schools



DCPS Had a Great Summer!



Teaching and Learning: K-12 Content

Technology and 

Canvas LMS provide 

students with 

engaging and 

accessible learning–

including providing 

targeted supports.

Required Curricular 

Tasks ensure access 

to grade level work; 

Teachers provide 

feedback and 

leverage small 

groups to respond to 

students’ needs.

Cornerstones raise 

the ceiling on 

excellence and 

academic 

empowerment; open 

students’ minds as 

they consider their 

possible futures.

Inner Core courses 

(arts, music, health, PE) 

and the school’s Library 

are opportunities for 

student expression and 

choice within their 

learning pathway.

Core Content areas 

focus on social 

emotional, academic 

development, joyful 

learning and rigorous 

standards, preparing 

students for future 

success.



Equitable Foundation for Access to Grade Level Content

Empowered Learners Initiative

• 3:1 device ratio
• Minimal technology in Pre-K and 

K, starting with blended learning 
programs

• Gradual introduction leading to 
Canvas readiness by the end of 
Grade 2

• Online RCT administration at the 
end of Grade 2

Grades 
PreK-2

• 1:1 device ratio
• Every student assigned a device 

to use every day in school (take-
home at school discretion)

• Students access assignment list, 
RCTs, ELi integrations,and
selected learning resources 
through Canvas

Grades 3-
12



More Content-Specific Tech in Canvas Courses

Interactive recordings 
in Elementary ELA

Integration of 
interactive math 
platform to make 

math concepts visual

New for SY22-23:

Technology that asks 
students to use their 
higher-order thinking 
skills



Teaching and Learning: Cornerstones

• Students will continue to 
experience Cornerstones 
lessons in STEM, Humanities, 
and Inner Core.

• Cornerstones develop 
students socially, emotionally, 
and academically through the 
content they learn.

• Cornerstones often include
events or opportunities for 
students to deeper learning & 
showcase their work.

1st Grade Bee-Bots
“I am becoming a problem solver who uses 
addition and subtraction to solve problems 
using robots.”

High School Art: Transform DC: “I 
am becoming a knowledgeable and 
skilled collaborator to increase the 
common good, working in 
partnership with peers to create a 
public work of art.”



SY22-23 Priority Area: Early Literacy
Elementary Schools will continue to reinforce instruction 
grounded in the Science of Reading in the following ways:

• Ensure all instructional staff have access to Science of Reading aligned 
professional development

• Teachers will leverage individualized data points to drive planning for small 
group literacy

• Teachers and students will have increased access to decodable books to 
support foundational literacy skill-building

• Many schools will have targeted support in the Science of Reading 
practices provided by DC Reading Clinic, American University, or Literacy 
Architects



SY22-23 Priority Area: Secondary Math

• How closely does 
this resemble your 
experience?

• Might there be a 
different, better 
way to learn 
math?



SY22-23 Priority Area: Secondary Math

Starting this school year, 
our Grades 6 to Algebra II 
students will learn using a 
new, highly-rated 
curriculum Illustrative 
Mathematics.



Supporting all Learners: What’s new in SY22-23
• Students with IEPs will have access to additional curriculum and 

materials
• Reading and Math interventions
• Writing Curriculum

• Additional supports for our students in full-time programs
• Adaptative Bikes
• Classroom based Assistive Technology to support 

access, communication and increased participation
• Augmentative and Alternative Communication Pilot for students 

in Autism and medically fragile programs

• New progress monitoring tool for students receiving speech 
therapy to increase family engagement and communication

Coming soon! New Interactive Special 
Education Family Guide 

(accessible from dcps.dc.gov)









Getting Ready for Pre-K!





Immunizations
Students must be up to date to on their required immunizations to attend school



Immunization Requirements by Age



DC Health Universal Health Certificate 



Where students can go to get their immunizations





We are Prioritizing Safety: Test to Return



Test To Return Plan for Next Week



Supporting Emotional Wellbeing



DCPS Food Services
Meal Cost
• Breakfast, Afterschool Supper & Snack will remain FREE for all DCPS 

students!
• Lunch remains free for students who:

• Attend Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Schools (bit.ly/dcpscep)
• Qualify through the Free & Reduced-price Meal (FARM) application 

available at dcps.dc.gov/farm.
• Who qualify through Direct Certification

• Lunch meals cost for students who are paying is $3.00
Meal Service Locations
• Students in PreK3 & PreK4 will continue to receive meals in the classroom
• Students in grades K- 12 will return to receiving their meals in the cafeteria 

and may consume them where school leaders permit
• Alternative breakfast options will remain available including breakfast in the 

classroom and grab and go breakfast options

https://dcps.dc.gov/page/community-eligibility-provision-cep-schools
https://dcps.dc.gov/farm


• Emergency drills allow schools to practice 
and prepare to ensure systems are in place in 
the event of a real emergency.
• The table to the right shows required drills for 

the upcoming school year

• Emergency Response Plans (ERPs)
• All schools received ERP training and are 

submitting SY22-23 ERPs by September 1

• Rave Panic Button & Communication 
System (Alert Notification System)
• Representatives from all schools received RAVE 

training mid- summer

• Active Shooter Training
• Representatives from each school received active 

shooter training mid- summer

DCPS Emergency Preparedness
Drill Type Frequency

Fire Drill • Two fire drills during the first month 
of each school year; one each month 
thereafter.

• A total of 10 drills per school year

Lockdown Drills • Twice per school year

Alert Drill • Once per school year

Earthquake Drill • Once per school year

500 ft. 
Evacuation/Relocation Drill

• Once per school year

Reverse Evacuation Drill • Once per school year

Shelter-in-Place Drill • Once per school year

Severe Weather Safe Area 
Drill

• Once per school year



SY22-23 Safe Passage Programming Updates
The Safe Passage Safe Blocks (SPSB) program added 10 DCPS schools 
and a new Safe Passage Priority Area (Petworth/Brightwood).

• 10 new DCPS schools added to Safe Passage Safe Blocks 
program: Anacostia HS, Bard DC, Deal MS, Ida B. Wells MS, 
Johnson MS, King ES, Phelps HS, Stanton ES, Turner ES, H.D. 
Woodson HS

• The Petworth Brightwood Priority Area was created from 
schools that were previously included in the Columbia Heights 
Priority Area and will welcome the addition of two (2) new 
DCPS schools, Ida B. Wells & Deal Middle School.

The DC SchoolConnect Micro transit Shuttles for Wards 7 & 8 will 
increase to serving a total of 32 schools.

Safe Spots will expand to all 8 priority areas giving students a safe 
space to be if they feel threatened as they travels to and from school.



• KRF remains in place for SY22-23; students may 
collect cards from their school beginning August 
22

• To learn more visit https://ddot.dc.gov/page/kids-
ride-free-program

Kids Ride Free 
(KRF)

• DCPS continues to partner with OSSE to provide 
transportation to eligible students

• For questions, please contact your school Special 
Education Point of Contact or the OSSE Parent 
Resource Center (202.576.5000)

OSSE 
Transportation

Transportation

Ensure all 
students have 
transportation 
for August 29 
and every day 

after!

https://ddot.dc.gov/page/kids-ride-free-program


• Bookmark DCPSstrong.com and check out our new family guide for a strong start to 
the school year. On the website, you can learn more about COVID-19 guidance for 
schools, mental health resources, and how to stay engaged in your student’s learning.

• Have your child’s doctor complete DC’s Universal Health Certificate, to confirm your 
child is up to date on their immunizations to attend school, including the COVID-19 
vaccine for students ages 12 and older. 

• Take a COVID-19 test before the first day of school. Schools will distribute rapid test kits 
next week from Tuesday, August 23 through Friday, August 26.

Wrap Up and Reminders

Please join Dr. Bren Elliott next week on August 24 
at the Greater Washington Urban League Townhall

https://dcpsstrong.com/


And, for those who haven't finished your enrollment forms...



DCPS Back to School Block Party


