


August 2026

Dear DC Public Schools (DCPS) Community, 

Welcome to School Year 2026–2027! This calendar is designed to 
help students, staff, and families plan ahead for success while 
highlighting the everyday moments that make DCPS so special. I’m 
confident that this academic year will be filled with joyful learning 
and memorable experiences.

For my contribution to this year’s calendar theme, “DCPS Album 
of the Year,” I recommend the popular KPop Demon Hunters song 
“Golden” by HUNTR/X. The lyrics tell a story of stepping forward 
with confidence and growing into what comes next.

That spirit feels right in this moment for our district as DCPS is now 
ranked number one in the country for academic recovery in both 
reading and math. Graduation rates have reached their highest 
point yet. We are the fastest improving urban school district in the 

nation. This distinction reflects the determination of our students, 
the dedication of our educators and staff, and the partnership of our 
families and community.

As the song goes, “We’re going up, up, up, it’s our moment. You 
know together we’re glowing ... gonna be, gonna be golden.” That is 
the charge for this school year, and I hope you’re as excited as I am 
to keep building and pushing forward together.

Please enjoy the soundtrack woven throughout this year’s calendar, 
bringing to life the experiences and stories of DCPS at our best!

In harmony, 

Kim Jackson, Ed.D.   
Interim Chancellor,
DC Public Schools

Golden 
by H U N T R / X

(KPop Demon Hunters) Scan to Listen



Labor Day

Indigenous Peoples’ Day

Parent-Teacher Conference Day

Professional Development (PD) Day for Staff

Half Day Records Day/Half Day Wellness

Election Day

Veterans Day

Thanksgiving Break

Thanksgiving

Professional Development Day for Staff

Winter Break

Christmas Day

New Year’s Day

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

PD/Records Day for Staff

Parent-Teacher Conference Day

Professional Development Day for Staff

Presidents Day

Spring Break

Half Day Records Day/Half Day Wellness

DC Emancipation Day

Wellness Day

Memorial Day

Juneteenth (Observed)

PD/Records Day for Staff

Independence Day (Observed)

KEY DATES
September 7, 2026

October 12, 2026

October 13, 2026

October 30, 2026

November 2, 2026

November 3, 2026

November 11, 2026

November 25-27, 2026

November 26, 2026

December 21, 2026

December 22-31, 2026

December 25, 2026

January 1, 2027

January 18, 2027

January 26, 2027

February 11, 2027

February 12, 2027

February 15, 2027

March 22-26, 2027

April 9, 2027

April 16, 2027

May 14, 2027

May 31, 2027

June 18, 2027

June 21, 2027

July 5, 2027

First and Second Days of Rosh Hashanah

Yom Kippur

Diwali

Christmas Eve

Christmas

First Day of Ramadan

Ash Wednesday

RELIGIOUS OR CULTURAL OBSERVANCES

September 12-13, 2026

September 21, 2026

November 8, 2026

December 24, 2026

December 25, 2026

February 8, 2027

February 10, 2027

Full Days
Whenever possible, schools should refrain from scheduling special events (homecoming, field trips, family events), important meetings, or DCPS-scheduled 
athletic events athletic events on these days to avoid excluding staff, families, and students. This includes observances that occur on weekends.

Evenings Only
Religious holidays and observances begin after sunset on 
these days. Schools may schedule daytime activities as 
usual, but whenever possible, schools should refrain from 
special evening events (homecoming, Back to School Night) 
and important meetings after school on these days. This 
includes observances that occur on weekends.

Eid al-Fitr

Good Friday

Easter

First and Second Days of Passover

Eid al-Adha

First Day of Muharram

Ashura

March 10, 2027

March 26, 2027

March 28, 2027

April 21-22, 2027

May 17, 2027

June 6, 2027

June 15, 2027

Rosh Hashanah Begins

Yom Kippur Begins

Ramadan Begins

Eid al-Fitr Begins

Eid al-Adha Begins

September 11, 2026

September 20, 2026

February 7, 2027

March 9, 2027

May 16, 2027

Eye of 
the Tiger 

by Survivor
Scan to Listen

Note: Some observances, such as Eid al-Fitr, may shift due to anticipated lunar sightings.
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SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

Seven
Nation Army 

24   First Day of School for K-12 Students
27   First Day of School for Pre-K Students

12-14   New Educator Orientation
17-21   Preservice Week

Scan to Listen

Seven Nation Army 
The White StripesSCHOOL WITHOUT WALLS HIGH SCHOOL

by The White Stripes
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Wards
When School Without Walls’ music teacher 
Christopher Alberts was named 2026 DC Teacher 
of the Year in a surprise assembly, his band 
members delighted students, staff, and guests 
with an unforgettable live performance.

AUGUST



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

First Day of School 
for K-12 Students

First Day of School 
for Pre-K Students

New Educator 
Orientation

New Educator 
Orientation

New Educator 
Orientation

Preservice Week Preservice Week Preservice Week Preservice Week Preservice Week
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STUDENTS

TEACHERS

SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

Peaches

07   Labor Day

07   Labor Day

11         Rosh Hashanah Begins (Evening)
12-13   Rosh Hashanah (Day)
20         Yom Kippur Begins (Evening)
21         Yom Kippur (Day)

Peaches
Jack Black

MARIE REED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

by Jack Black 7
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Wards
In a celebration of literacy, this book character 
parade brought excitement to the halls of Marie 
Reed Elementary School, with students and 
teachers alike getting in on the fun with their 
creative costumes.

SEPTEMBER

07   Labor Day
13   Grandparents Day
15   Hispanic Heritage Month Begins

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

Labor Day:
DCPS Closed

Grandparents Day Hispanic Heritage 
Month Begins

Rosh Hashanah Begins Rosh Hashanah

Rosh Hashanah

Yom Kippur Begins Yom Kippur
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STUDENTS

TEACHERS

SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

Thriller

12   Indigenous Peoples’ Day
13   Parent-Teacher Conference Day
30   Professional Development Day for Staff

12   Indigenous Peoples’ Day
13   Parent-Teacher Conference Day
29   Term 1 Ends
30   Professional Development Day for Staff

Thriller
Michael Jackson

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

by Michael Jackson
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Wards
A “ground-boo-reaking” to remember! Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Elementary School celebrated the start of its 
modernization project alongside Halloween, inviting 
the Ward 8 community to enjoy safe trick-or-treating 
while marking an exciting new chapter for the school 
and its future spaces.

OCTOBER

12   Indigenous Peoples’ Day
15   Hispanic Heritage Month Ends
31   Halloween

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day: DCPS Closed

Parent-Teacher 
Conference Day:
No school for students

Professional 
Development Day 
for Staff: No school 
for students

Term 1 Ends

Hispanic Heritage 
Month Ends

Halloween
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SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

Unstoppable

02        Records/Wellness Day
03        Election Day
11         Veterans Day
25-27   Thanksgiving Break

02        Records/Wellness Day
03        Election Day
11         Veterans Day
25-27   Thanksgiving Break

08   Diwali (Day)

Unstoppable
Sia

CHARLES HART MIDDLE SCHOOL

by Sia
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Wards
18-time Paralympic gold medalist Jessica Long joined 
DCPS, the Washington Mystics, and Monumental Sports 
at Hart Middle School to launch EquipHER. By providing 
essential athletic gear, including sports bras, the 
EquipHER initiative helps remove barriers to participation 
so our female student-athletes can stay in the game!

NOVEMBER

11   Veterans Day
26   Thanksgiving

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

Records/Wellness Day: 
No school for students

Election Day:
No school for 
students and teachers

Veterans Day:
DCPS Closed

Thanksgiving Break: 
No school for students 
and teachers

Thanksgiving Break: 
No school for students 
and teachers

Thanksgiving Break: 
No school for students 
and teachers

Thanksgiving:
DCPS Closed

Veterans Day

Diwali
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SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

Sing,
Sing, Sing 

21        Professional Development Day for Staff 
22-31   Winter Break

21        Professional Development Day for Staff 
22-31   Winter Break

24   Christmas Eve (Day)
25   Christmas (Day)

Sing, Sing, Sing 
Benny GoodmanLUDLOW-TAYLOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

by Benny Goodman
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Wards
The “Treble Makers,” Ludlow-Taylor Elementary 
School’s third and fourth grade show choir, took the 
stage at Union Station, reflecting how DCPS advances 
arts education as a vital part of learning, helping our 
students build confidence and share their voices in 
memorable ways.

DECEMBER

04   Hanukkah Begins (Evening)
26   Kwanzaa Begins (Day)

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

Winter Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Winter Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Winter Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Winter Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Winter Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Winter Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Winter Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Winter Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Winter Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Winter Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Hanukkah Begins

Kwanzaa BeginsChristmas Eve Christmas:
DCPS Closed

Professional 
Development Day 
for Staff: No school 
for students
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STUDENTS
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SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

Rise Up 

01   New Year’s Day
18   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
26   PD/Records Day for Staff

01   New Year’s Day
18   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
25   Term 2 Ends
26   PD/Records Day for Staff

01   New Year’s Day
18   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Rise Up 
Andra Day

WATKINS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

by Andra Day 7

5
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Wards
For more than 20 years in partnership with the National 
Park Service, fifth graders at Watkins Elementary School 
have recreated history at the Lincoln Memorial. By 
reciting Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech, students showcase their beliefs and voices on 
one of the nation’s most iconic stages.

JANUARY

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

New Year’s Day:
DCPS Closed

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day: 
DCPS Closed

Term 2 Ends PD/Records 
Day for Staff: 
No school for 
students
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SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

Level Up 

11   Parent-Teacher Conference Day
12   Professional Development Day for Staff
15   Presidents Day

11   Parent-Teacher Conference Day
12   Professional Development Day for Staff
15   Presidents Day

07   Ramadan Begins (Evening)
08   First Day of Ramadan
10   Ash Wednesday (Day)

Level Up 
Ciara

MCKINLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL

by Ciara
7
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1

Wards
At McKinley Middle School, students didn’t just 
get a fresh new cafeteria—they helped design it! 
From color palettes to tables and wall graphics, 
every detail reflects their vision, and they showed 
up in style to celebrate.

FEBRUARY

14   Valentine’s Day
15   Presidents Day

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

Parent-Teacher 
Conference Day: 
No school for 
students

Professional 
Development Day 
for Staff: No school 
for students

Presidents Day: 
DCPS Closed

Valentine’s Day

Ramadan Begins Ash WednesdayFirst Day of Ramadan
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STUDENTS

TEACHERS

SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

Run the 
World

22-26   Spring Break

22-26   Spring Break

09   Eid al-Fitr Begins (Evening)
10   Eid al-Fitr (Day)
26   Good Friday (Day)
28   Easter

Run the World
BeyoncéCOOLIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 

by Beyoncé
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1

Wards
Career & Technical Education students from 
Coolidge High School’s Mass Media Program 
interviewed communications professionals during 
a Women’s History Month event panel that created 
space for peer learning and real-world connection.

MARCH

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

Spring Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Spring Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Spring Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Spring Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Spring Break:
No school for students 
and teachers

Eid al-Fitr Begins Eid al-Fitr

Easter

Good Friday
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TEACHERS

SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

Take Me Out to 
the Ball Game

09   Records/Wellness Day
16   DC Emancipation Day

08   Term 3 Ends
09   Records/Wellness Day
16   DC Emancipation Day

21   First day of Passover (Day)
22   Second day of Passover (Day)

Take Me Out to 
the Ball Game 
Jack Norworth and 
Albert Von Tilzer

HYDE-ADDISON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

by Jack Norworth and 
Albert Von Tilzer

7

5

6

4

8

3

2

1

Wards
Math took over Nationals Park as Hyde-Addison 
Elementary School took 2nd place in the Capital 
Math Classic, DC’s first citywide math competition. 
With Screech rooting the loudest, DCPS’ mathletes 
knocked it out of the park across the elementary, 
middle, and high school divisions.

APRIL

16   DC Emancipation Day

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

Records/Wellness Day: 
No school for students

DC Emancipation 
Day: DCPS Closed

Term 3 Ends

First Day of Passover Second day of Passover
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TEACHERS

SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

I Can

14   Wellness Day
31   Memorial Day

14   Wellness Day
31   Memorial Day

16   Eid al-Adha Begins (Evening)
17   Eid al-Adha (Day)

I Can 
Nas

SOUSA MIDDLE SCHOOL

by Nas
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Wards

At Sousa Middle School’s Cool Kids DNA Expo, 
these future scientists explored heredity and 
genetic traits through interactive presentations 
and hands-on projects that brought science to life.

MAY

09   Mother’s Day
31   Memorial Day

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

Wellness Day:
No school for students 
and teachers

Memorial Day: 
DCPS Closed

Mother’s Day

Eid al-Adha Begins Eid al-Adha
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STUDENTS

TEACHERS

SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

Baby 
Shark 

04   Last Day of School for Seniors
17   Last Day of School

17   Term 4 Ends 
18   Juneteenth (Observed) 
21   PD/Records Day for Staff

06   First Day of Muharram (Day)
15   Ashura (Day)

Baby Shark 
PinkfongRANDLE HIGHLANDS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

by Pinkfong
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Wards
Third graders across DCPS are making a splash! 
Within the DCPS Cornerstone swim program, 
students engage in experiential learning to build 
confidence and gain essential life skills. This Randle 
Highlands Elementary School Hornet is ready for a 
safe, splashy summer break!

JUNE

18   Juneteenth (Observed)
19   Juneteenth 
20   Father’s Day

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

Last Day of School for 
Seniors

Last Day of School

PD/Records Day 
for Staff

Term 4 Ends

Father’s Day

Juneteenth 
(Observed): 
DCPS Closed

JuneteenthAshura

First Day of Muharram
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STUDENTS

TEACHERS

SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

Count 
on Me

Count on Me 
Bruno MarsC.W. HARRIS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

by Bruno Mars
C.W. Harris Elementary School hosted one of the 
district’s family math engagement events designed 
to bring students, staff, and families together for 
interactive learning, hands-on math games, math swag, 
and plenty of opportunities to explore math together.

JULY
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Wards

04   Independence Day 
05   Independence Day (Observed)

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

Independence Day Independence Day 
(Observed):
DCPS Closed
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STUDENTS
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SPECIAL DATES

KEY DATES

OBSERVANCES 

SONG OF THE MONTH

ABC

06   Rainbow Graduation
23   First Day of School for K-12 Students
26   First Day of School for Pre-K Students

11-13   New Educator Orientation
16-20   Preservice Week

ABC
The Jackson 5

BRIGHTWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

by The Jackson 5
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Wards

Students in Ms. Acosta’s Pre-K class at Brightwood 
Elementary School match letters in a hands-on 
lesson. Across DCPS in every early childhood 
classroom, early literacy is critical for future learning.

AUGUST

Scan to Listen



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

First Day of School 
for K-12 Students

First Day of School 
for Pre-K Students

New Educator 
Orientation

New Educator 
Orientation

New Educator 
Orientation

Preservice Week Preservice Week Preservice Week Preservice Week Preservice Week
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Afterschool Programs 

Assessments 

Athletics (DCIAA) 

Attendance 

Chancellor’s Office 

College and Career Readiness 

Central Services 

Office of Integrity 

DC One Card 

District Department of Transportation (DDOT) 
School Transit and Kids Ride Free Program

Early Childhood Education 

Early Stages 

Enrollment 

Food and Nutrition Services 

Graduation Requirements 

Homeless Youth 

Home/Hospital Instruction Program 

Human Resources 

International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Language Acquisition Division 

Language Testing 

LGBTQ Student Support 

Local School Advisory Team (LSAT) 

My School DC Lottery 

Residency Verification 

School Mental Health

Schools 

School Partnerships 

Special Education 

Student Placement 

Summer School (K-8) 

Summer School (9-12) 

Title I 

Transportation [Parent Call Center, OSSE Special 
Education, Division of Transportation (DOT)]

Volunteers 

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES 
FOR FAMILIES AND STUDENTS

202.442.5002

dcps.testing@k12.dc.gov

202.729.3288

202.727.0488

202.442.5885

dcpscollegeandcareer.org

202.442.5885

202.939.4913

202.727.6030

school.transit@dc.gov

202.698.1033

202.698.8037

202.478.5738

202.299.2159

202.442.5047

202.576.9502

202.939.3506

202.442.4090

202.673.4488

202.671.0750

202.671.0750

202.442.5103

LSAT.help@k12.dc.gov

202.888.6336

202.478.5738

dcpsmentalhealth.org

profiles.dcps.dc.gov

DCPS.Partnerships@k12.dc.gov

202.673.4488

202.939.2004

202.442.5002

202.299.2115

202.442.5149

202.724.8600

202.442.4090

Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE)

DC State Board of Education (SBOE)

Mayor’s Call Center

City Council

Emergency Response

DC Healthy Families (Free Health Insurance)

Department of Health (DC Health)

Department of Behavioral Health (DBH)

Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA)

Report Abuse

202.727.6436 

202.741.0888

311

202.724.8000

911

202.639.4030

202.442.5955

1.888.793.4357

202.442.6100

202.671.SAFE

ADDITIONAL SERVICES:
DC GOVERNMENT 

Call Me 
Maybe 

by Carly Rae JepsenScan to Listen



Stand
by Me
by Ben E. King Scan to Listen

AT SCHOOL 
Schools are always ready and available to 

provide information, answer questions, and 

address concerns.

ONLINE 

• 	Visit dcps.dc.gov for important updates

• 	Follow student stories on X and Instagram:

	 @dcpublicschools.

• 	Like us on Facebook:

	 facebook.com/dcpublicschools.

 

ON THE PHONE 

Reach DCPS Central Services at 202.442.5885. 

 

IN THE COMMUNITY 

Keep an eye out for community meetings and 

events throughout the year to provide input on 

DCPS programs and initiatives.

FIND US HERE




